THE MAN I KNEW

recommended by General Sir George Greaves on two occa-
sions during the two years that the yth Hussars were under
his command. Brigadier-General Bengough had also recom-
mended him for a nomination. He was advised that his name
would be submitted to the Duke, but nothing seems to have
come from it then.

Douglas was particularly annoyed about the colour-blind-
ness disqualification. He always said that the Medical Board
that examined him exceeded the orders contained in the
Queen's Regulations, as there was no direction to the Board
to test candidates for the Staff College for colour-blindness,
and that only those candidates who appeared before the
Medical Board in London were so tested. Moreover, Pro-
fessor Mohren, the great German oculist, had tested him
for colour-blindness and had stated that he was not colour-
blind.

After his failure to gain admission to the Staff College
he returned to his regiment in India, but in April of the
following year he came back to England again to take up
duties as A.D.C. to General Keith Fraser, then Inspector-
General of Cavalry in England.

When he entered the Staff College in 1896 he very soon
became outstanding for his sheer ability, and it was at this
time that Colonel G. F. R. Henderson, the chief instructor,
made his well-known prediction that Douglas would one
day be Comniander-in-Chief of the British army.

Douglas left England early in 1898 for special service in
the Sudan. During this period he wrote constantly to his
sister Henrietta. His letters were very full of descriptions of
his activities and were all very carefully preserved by Henri-
etta. It was only after her death that her husband came upon
them and sent them to me, as he thought I might be inter-
ested in them. The letters are written in a very intimate
way. Dougks kept nothing back from her and expressed
his opinions on many matters and personalities quite freely.
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